Telephone: (651) 201-6275
Fax No.:     (651) 201-6117
Email: Ed.Kaiser@state.mn.us
August 22, 2007
To: Anhydrous Ammonia Storage Facilities Permit Holders
Re:  Storage Facility/System Protection
The Minnesota Department of Agriculture recently developed the enclosed fact sheet regarding anhydrous ammonia storage facility (storage system) physical/traffic (traffic) and tampering (security) protection requirements.  With increased federal and state emphasis on the security of hazardous materials, like anhydrous ammonia, it has become necessary to provide additional guidance for storage system protection and security requirements.  However, as a means to provide recently developed information this correspondence deals specifically with traffic protection requirements.
Minnesota Rules (Parts 1513.0160 and 1513.0370) requires that storage systems (storage tanks, piping, and appurtenances, etc.) be located or protected by suitable barriers so as to avoid physical damage that might result from impact by moving machinery, automobiles, trucks, or any other equipment (traffic) at the facility.
Though the enclosed fact sheet cites several traffic protection models, it is up to each facility to determine the degree/type of traffic protection that is required based on the amount, type, and size of traffic that passes by their storage system.  It is also important that the traffic protection does not hinder the accessibility to and from a storage system for facility personnel and emergency responders.
MDA inspectors will be assessing the storage system traffic protection as part of their future routine inspections.  Because storage system traffic protection requirements have been in place for a number of years, the MDA expects compliance to be accomplished by September 1, 2009.
If you have questions, etc. concerning this compliance issue, contact your MDA area Inspector or the St. Paul office at (651) 201-6275.  Images, drawings, photos, or digital photos may prove helpful and may be requested in assisting you.
Hope this notice and the enclosed fact sheet provides clarification to storage system protection and security requirements.

Sincerely,
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Ed Kaiser, Consultant
Inspection & Permitting Unit

Regulatory & Response Section

Pesticide & Fertilizer Management Division

Enclosure

cc:  MDA Area Inspectors/Investigators
