From: Geir Friisoe [mailto:Geir.Friisoe@state.mn.us]

Sent: Friday, October 26, 2007 10:23 AM

To: Pat Miller, ASTA

Subject: Re: Follow-up regarding brand vs variety posting on field cropsigns

Pat,

Thank you for contacting me regarding the need for further clarification about seed law label and advertising requirements.  Seed label requirements are very specific regarding the need for identification of a variety name and also other information.  If a brand name is used on the label then the word "brand" must be indicated. The Minnesota seed law also prohibits false or misleading advertising. Product guides for example, cannot identify brand names as variety names and vice versa. 

Our experience with the seed industry is that this is a highly reputable industry with high quality standards which  does a very good job ensuring that accurate and correct information is provided to Minnesota growers. The issue of brand name vs. variety name however, can sometimes be confusing to farmers and as such we strongly encourage the industry to clearly identify these terms. Plot signs are not considered seed labeling and as such are not subject to the fairly specific requirements outlined for labels in the seed statute. That said, we believe that plot signs should convey correct and accurate  information consistent with seed labels and also seed advertising brochures.

Our enforcement efforts will continue to focus on seed labels, product brochures and website listings to make sure that the variety and brand names are lawfully listed. Brand or variety names on field plot signs will continue to be noted but no enforcement effort will be undertaken unless they are overtly identified incorrectly as either a brand or variety. 

During your visit to Minnesota, I hope we will have the opportunity to meet.

Best regards,

Geir Friisoe, Director

Plant Protection Division

Minnesota Department of Agriculture

625 Robert Street

Saint Paul, MN 55155-2538

651-201-6174

