MN - Atrazine Setback Requirements Q&A
There have been several questions with respect to Tile Risers and Farm Pond setbacks in MN that have come about since the MDA distributed their "Required Atrazine Setbacks" poster.

Below is clarification on what is legally required with respect to the atrazine label.  This has been reviewed by US EPA during it’s recent label harmonization effort which have been underway since 2004. In November of 2004 EPA specifically reviewed and addressed tile risers and reconfirmed that the setbacks only apply to Standpipes in "Terraced Fields".  Therefore;

When should a 66' setback apply to a standpipe or tile riser?

The label is quite specific with respect to tile risers and refers specifically to "Tile Terraced Fields Containing Standpipes".

These fields are designed to rapidly transport surface water from the field to a discharge point and when the discharge point is a perennial or intermittent stream the setback should and does apply unless the grower follows one of the exceptions which are incorporation to a depth of 2-3 inches or no-till where little or no crop residue is removed. If the discharge point is a grass waterway or man made roadside ditch etc. the setback would not be required by law. These tile drainage systems in terraced fields are designed for the rapid movement of surface water from the field to avoid erosion and are not the same as subsurface drainage system which are designed to lower the water table. 

What about standpipes in other non-terraced fields? 

US EPA has reviewed the issue associated with different types of tile drainage and has determined that the setback need only apply to Tile Risers or Standpipes in "Terraced Fields". These fields are different from the flat poorly drained soils of southern Minnesota where tile is used to lower the water table through subsurface drainage tile and where an occasional standpipe is used in a prairie pothole. The MDA also speaks to this in their "Required Atrazine Setback" poster which refers to "Sixty-six Foot Atrazine Setback for Terrace Inlet Standpipes" the graphic also refers to "Terrace Standpipe".  The monitoring data from subsurface tile drainage systems do not justify the need for setbacks from the occasional standpipe in a prairie pothole. In November of 2004 US EPA specifically added the "Terraced Field" language back onto the label to reconfirm and to clarify this with producers.   

What about Lakes and Reservoirs versus Farm Ponds?

US EPA and the MDA poster are quite clear with respect to Farm Ponds.  Farm Ponds are excluded from the setback requirement if they meet all of the three requirements listed below.  

· The Farm Pond is wholly located on a farmers land.

· It is not used as a source of Drinking Water.

· And it does not discharge into a Perennial or Intermittent Stream, Lake or Reservoir directly or through a clearly defined channel.

If one or all of the above do not apply then the setback would be required. 

If you have any questions please contact:

David Flakne, State Government Relations, Syngenta.  608-770-3525

